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where previously there had been
: vacant space. The
well-known rectory, fish-ponds, walls, etc., aﬁ covered iit;
s'Ir‘ltcl)_w, came into view most vividly and clearly defined
It 1sd somehow suggested another view, impressed on his
" exg Otl_nr:§1£{1igod, t?]f a slgr;ng morning, brilliant sun, and a
] s: the tulips gradually vanished exc
g(}:.]:ri] z?pqa{led n;)w to be 1solated and to stand in tﬁgtuzﬁzi
sight. It was a single tulip, but b
The petals then fell off rapidly i e o ot
: pidly in a continuous seri i
i‘,;x:;;;)ais r;(})lthmg left }l:l)ut the pistil (3), but (as ii:e:.l;?sli
y the case with his objects) that part was
g:x:ggerated. The stigmas then changed inIt)o three b%;?cflll}t
1:1111% E ;ggninitlorns t{4l)< ; tlj{an into a knob (5), while the stalk
o a stick. slight bend in it seems to h
suggested a centre-bit (6); this i rt of pin
. passed into a sort of pi
gra;gsmfg through a metal plate (7), this again into a lock (1:)81;1
ind afterwards into a nondescript shape (g), distantly sugges:
ggzrgé tt]:;efonguga._l cr‘(fss-bow. Here-Mr. Henslow endea
orce his will upon the visions, and .
the cross-bow, but the first a e e
! ttempt was an utter fai
T}t}f; ﬁgure.changed into a leather strap with loops (1 oa)lhll)rtfé
Er 1ke he still endeavoured to change it into a bow the stra
broke, the two ends were separated, but it happened that ag
imaginary string connected them (11). This was the first
cBoncessmn‘of his antomatic chain of thoughts to his will
d')ifﬁ a continued effort the bow came (x2z), and then no
ifficulty was felt in converting it into the cross-bow, and
thus returning to the starting-point. » &
Fig. 71. Mr. Henslow writes :—

“Though I can usuall j
! ily summon up any object though i
2}?; ggg 18 'slg)ﬁnew}}:at different from the real t}fing, but ;:t rtag(;ill;
. e changes are in many cases clearly d
:ugges_tlveness in the article of something else, but ynotuzlvfrg i
s:’ as in 1s_‘;gmma cases hereafter described. It is not at all nece};-
su?r tto think of any particular object at first, as something is
ob'e tohco_me: spontaneously within a minute or two. Some
ok lj)?c(i:ly iigﬁlfe tt)l?:e appea;e%, the automatism of the brain will
series of changes. The images are someti
. - . me

z;:r); nltlgerous, and very rapid m succession : very frequént]s
of f e;Iz eauty and highly brilliant. Cutglass {far more elaborat}é

n 1 am conscious of ever having seen), highly chased gold
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and silver filigree ornaments ; gold and silver flower-stands, etc. ;
elaborate coloured patterns of carpets in brilliant tints are not
unCOmMmMmOoIl.

« Another peculiarity resides in the extreme restlessness of
my visual objects. 1t is often very difficult to keep them still,
as well as from changing in character. They will rapidly oscil-
late or else rotate to a most perplexing degree, and when the
characters change at the same time a critical examination is
almost impossible. When the process is in full activity, 1 feel
as if 1 were a mere spectator at a diorama of a very eccentric
kind, and was in no way concerned with the getting up of the

erformance.

«WWhen a succession of images has been passing, I sometimes
determine to introduce an object, say a watch. Very often it is
next to impossible to succeed. There is an evident struggle.
The watch, pure and simple, will not come ; but some hybri
structure appears—-something round, perhaps—but it lapses into
a warming-pan or other unexpected object.

“This practice has brought to my mind very clearly the dis-
tinction between at least one form of automatism of the brain
and volition ; but the strength of the former is enormous, for
the visual objects, when in fall career of the change, are Zmpera-
tive in their refusal to be interfered with.

“] will now describe the cases illustrated. Fig. 71. 1
thought of a gun. The stock came into view, the metal plate on
the end very distinct towards the left (1). The wood was elabor-
ately carved. 1 cannot recall the pattern. As 1 scrutinised i,
the stock oscillated up and down, and crumpled up. The
metallic plate sank inwards : and the stock contracted so that
it looked not unlike a tuning-fork (2). 1 gaveup the stock and
proceeded cautiously to examine the lock. 1 got it well into
view, but no more of the gun. It turned out to be an old-
fashioned flint-lock. It immediately began to nod backwards
and forwards in a manner suggestive of the beak of a bird peck-
ing. Consequently it forthwith became converted into the head
of a bird with a long curved beak, the knob on the lock (3)
becoming the head of the bird. 1 then looked to the right
expecting to find the barrel, but the snout of 2 saw-fish with
the tip distinctly broken off appeared instead. I had not
thought either of a flintlock or of a saw-fish : both came
spontaneously.

“Fig. 72. 1 have several times thought of a rosebud, as
Goethe is said to have been able to see one at will, and to
observe it expand. The following are some of the results i—
The bud appeared unexpectedly a moss rosebud. Its only
abnorial appearance was the inordipately elongated sepals {1).
I tried to force it to expand. It enlarged but only partially




